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Executive Summary

According to the U.S. Bureau of Census, Delaware County is the fastest growing county in Ohio by percentage of
growth (64.3 % increase from 1990-2000 and 58.39% from 2000-2010). The highest growth areas were in Orange
Township, Genoa Township, and Liberty Township. Those townships have county sewer service, which permits
higher densities and production builders in large subdivisions. Meanwhile, Concord Township, without sanitary

sewer service, grew from a population of 4,088 in 2000 to 9,294 in 2010, an increase of 127.35%.

These numbers are supported by building permits in the township. In 2003, building peaked at 410 new homes ,
only surpassed that year by Genoa and Orange Townships. The shift from large, rural lots to a blend of rural and
suburban, continued throughout the decade. Permits dropped sharply in 2004 and then continued to decline to a

low of 40 in 2009 before climbing again to an average of 75 per year.

Tartan Fields and Scioto Reserve subdivisions were approved in the late 90s, with an Expansion to Scioto Reserve in
the mid-2000s. These developments have more than doubled the population of the township. These two golf course
communities use on-site land application sewage disposal systems to achieve densities that were previously not

possible. The new Lower Scioto Wastewater Treatment Plan will continue that trend when it is in use.

Concord Township 2015: Land Use Facts and Issues

I The Township population is estimated at 10,301.

1 Population grew 107% between 1990 and 2000, 127% between 2000 and 2010.

1 Building permits peaked at 410 in 2003. After posting only 40 in 2009, the average since has been about 70.

1 Single-family uses make up 37% of the land in the Township, or 5,282 acres.

9 Agriculture is 24%, “Vacant Residential” is 16%, Rivers/Lakes/Streams is 7%, Parks and Open Space is 6%,
Commercial is 2%. Institutional, Multi-Family, and Industrial each make up 1%. The remaining 4% is right-of-
way.

9 There are 980 acres zoned Planned Residential.

9 Tartan Fields is 445-acre, R-2 zoned neighborhood; Scioto Reserve is 695 acres PRD and the expansion is 238
acres to the north.

1 Since 1941, most annexations have been to Dublin and Shawnee Hills. The most recent, however, was a site
on Home Road to Powell - 42 acres of Concord Township and 27 acres of Liberty Township.

1 Housing mix is roughly 3,161 single-family structures and 355 multi-family addresses in 160 buildings.

9 Four school districts are located in the Township. Dublin is to the south, with one elementary located within
the Township and an elementary and middle school located in Dublin, within Delaware County. Olentangy,
to the east, is mostly built-out, with roughly 151 developable acres. Except for a small area in Delaware
Schools, the remainder of the Township is in the Buckeye Valley District. B.V. owns a 23-acre site on Hyatts
Road.
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1 Road improvements are scheduled (or underway) at Home Road/Section Line/Riverside Drive and at Harriott
Road/ Concord Road.

9 After the 2002 Concord Township Plan, the County consulted local communities in a Sewer Master Plan
Update, which identified new sewer service areas. One service area was created within Concord Township,
including some land in Liberty Township.

1 In 2007, developers started construction of the Lower Scioto Treatment Plant which is now owned by the
County. At current construction, the plant could treat 1.4 million gallons per day, with design for expansion
to a maximum capacity of 2.8 million gallons per day.

9 Future land use: the planning process has so far indicated the need for a business and commercial corridor
along U.S. 42, “Scioto Reserve-similar” densities on the east side of the reservoir, an opportunity to
redevelop the correctional facilities at Home Road and Dublin Road into a mix of residential and non-
residential uses, and the possibility of allowing a higher-density condominium transitional use bordering
the Lower Scioto Treatment Plant, as long as it is blended into the surrounding development.

1 Concord Township has significant natural beauty in its Scioto River frontage and ravines, but development
pressure can cause damage to these sensitive areas.

1 The Lucy Depp subdivision in southern Concord Township contains approximately 700 small, non-
conforming lots of record that were platted in the 1920s but have not been fully built because of lack of
sanitary sewer.

1 U.S.42is a busy two-lane federal highway with heavy truck traffic that has not become a commercial road.
Access management practices that limit curb cuts can help prevent the deterioration of this important
highway as the area develops.

1 Thereis adequate potable water supplied by the Del Co Water Company, but summertime lawn watering
stretches their ability to maintain treatment and pressure. A year-round alternate-day watering ban was
instituted in 1999.

1 The township is blessed with significant parks and open space. The township operates its own park with
both recreational fields and walking paths at the SW corner of Dublin and Home Roads. The City of
Columbus maintains parklands surrounding the O'Shaughnessy Reservoir, providing passive open space,
and boating. With growth there will be a need for more active recreation such as baseball and soccer fields,
tennis and basketball courts and perhaps a public swimming pool.
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Vision Statement
Ultimately, we would like Concord Township to be a community that retains a combination of large lots
where sewer is not available and a low residential density where there is sewer available, all in a pastoral

setting with significant permanent open space.

The existing character of the township will be maintained by agriculture as long as it is economically viable.
When agriculture is no longer viable, open space should be preserved by large lots, conservation subdivision
developments, and by flexible Planned Residential Developments that include open space. Existing roads
should generally remain two-lane roads while maintaining or enhancing safety, and have a rough edge, with
fencing that reminds of the agricultural heritage. Significant natural landscaping should replace fence/tree

rows if they are removed.

Sensitive environmental aspects (ravines, floodplains, jurisdictional wetlands, waterways, etc.) should be
preserved as the township develops. “Special places” such as forested lands, open meadows and creek-side
trails can be preserved within conservation and planned subdivisions. Historic and/or significant agricultural

structures that give a sense of our heritage should be preserved as part of new developments.

There should be a variety of housing choices and price ranges, and adequate infrastructure to serve new
development. We would like to see a diversity of housing types to meet different housing needs (i.e., older
adults, empty nesters, individuals and families). There should be a balance of commercial, residential and
recreational uses; commerce and industry should be developed for a broader tax base, but should be buffered

from exclusively residential areas. The Scioto River should be a continuous park and open space corridor.
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Chapter 1
Introduction

Concord Township
“Concord is one of the most picturesque and
interesting townships in Delaware County,
and is rich in historical scenes and incidents. Its primeval forests, rolling rivers, winding creeks, babbling
brooks, its green hills and fertile valleys, to one imbued with poetic fancy, present a field of inexhaustible

wealth.

... The county was originally divided into three townships, one of which was Liberty, and in it Concord
was included. Union Township was formed June 16, 1809, and comprised in its limits all that part of

Concord west of the Scioto River. On the 20" of April, 1819, Concord Township was created.

...Its greatest length from north to south is six miles and ninety rods; the greatest breadth is about three
miles. That portion lying west of the Scioto River is embraced in the old Virginia military lands, in the
survey of which, and its division into sections, quarter-sections and lots, each settler had his own

surveyor and his own idea of boundary lines.” 1880 History of Delaware County and Ohio, O.L. Baskin & Company
The Scioto River and O’Shaughnessy Reservoir, flanked by state routes 745 and 257 on either side, divides the
township into two almost equal divisions. The community of Bellpoint is in the north, Rathbone is in the center and

Shawnee Hills is a significant village in the south. The Delaware County part of Dublin is at the southern tip.

Most likely named for Concord, New Hampshire, the township was known for ravines and steep cliffs along the
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